
GPCA Health Committee Meeting – National 2004 

 
    

     

The Health of our beautiful breed is the number one concern of all owners 
– whether you are a breeder or owner – we all share the same goal 

 
Safe guarding the Health and Welfare of this Breed. 

 

 

 

I. Welcome 
 
II. Roll Call of Committee Members 

   
 

III. Thank you to all members who generously donated to the GPCA Health 
         Committee. 
 
IV. Briefing of Committee Information and Guidelines 
 
 

Purpose of Committee  
To collect, analyze, and disseminate information on health issues 
affecting the Great Pyrenees. 

 
Objectives 
To conduct an on-going program to collect information on the well-
being, longevity, and illnesses affecting Great Pyrenees.   
 
To maintain a current database incorporating all the collected health 
information. 
 
 
Objectives (Continued) 

 
To review and identify trends within the data that might suggest 
changes in the frequency of health issue occurrences.   
 
To conduct searches, surveys, and inquiries on specific health issues 
perceived to be of concern to Great Pyrenees. 

 
To provide educational information to the membership via articles and 
programs. 
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To analyze and report on the apparent pedigree sources of specific  
genetic problems, when requested by the Board of Directors. 

 
To provide liaison between GPCA and the AKC Health Foundation 

 
To recommend Great Pyrenees related research funding opportunities 
to the Board of Directors. 
 
To provide an annual financial report to the GPCA Board of Directors. 

 
Treasurer’s Report: 

Committee Accounts 
 

Health 
Committee 
Account 
 

 $ 13,909.36 

 Money Market 
Account 

$   2,632.60 

 Dues – 
2003/2004 

$   1,696.00 

 
Health Committee Account $ 13,909.36 
Money Market Account  $   2,632.60  
2003/2004 Dues   $   1,696.00 

 
Expenses: 
Postage    $  29.58 
2003 Health Seminar -   $400.00 
Ways and Means       -   $814.80 
GPCA Sponsored Research – Inhibition of Collagenolysis in Canine Cruciate 
Ligament 
During Rupture – AKC Canine Health Foundation - $6000. Payment in 2002 
 
Projected Expenses 2004-2005 
2004 Health Seminar - $400.00 
2004 National Specialty Clinic - $500.00 
Web page - $119.40 
Postage/Misc. expenses -  $50.00 
-------------------------------------------- 
approx.     $1,069.40 
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Current Projects: 

Health Survey 
We will be changing servers. Hopefully there will be less down time this year 
As per request, there will be more frequent updates. The last summary of the 
Survey was done in 1999. There  will be summary this year.  
The Summary of the Survey will be available to local clubs for publishing in 
their newsletters. 
 
A discussion was initiated regarding whether or not we should have a general 
mailing of the Health Survey. It was decided that we should. In 2003, a 
Longevity Survey was sent with the Dues renewal notices. There were 50 
responses. The membership felt this should be sent out annually. 
 
Dwarf Marker Project 

The dwarf marker project has been re-activated. Peggy Watson has 
contacted the researcher, Mark Neff who is at UC Davis.   If you would like to 
participate in this program, please contact Peggy. 
 
Health Information Series 
The membership was asked whether they felt the health series in the Bulletin 
was appropriate in content and technicality. Clinics and Seminars. 
 
It has been past practice, that Clinics and Seminars at National Specialties 
are held at the discretion of the host club. We would like to thank the Host 
Clubs for holding this years Health Seminar and arranging for an eye clinic. 

Thank you Kathy and Linda.  
 
The health Committee surveyed the Regional reps last year, and we were 
told that their members were interested in having low cost clinics at National 
Specialties.   In response to this, the Health Committee will help to fund 
clinics at National Specialties provided the results from the m are shared with 
the committee.  
 
Furthermore, the committee, provides funds that are available,  & will help to 
fund clinics or health seminars at Regional Specialties. Currently, the Health 
Committee will assist the National Specialty Host club with expenses for the 
Health Seminar (up to $400.00 at present). Nancy Sorenson has volunteered 
to coordinate clinics and seminars. 
 
Current Sponsored Research  

We are in the second year of funding a study sponsored by the Canine Health 
Foundation –Inhibition of Collagenolysis in Canine Cruciate Ligament During 
Rupture. The CHF has sent us a mid-study progress report. It is available for 
review. Contact me if you would like to see the status report. 
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GPCA Health Information Web Page 

The Board of Directors has approved a stand alone Health Resource Web 
page that will be linked to the GPCA’s homepage. The site is up, though 
under construction.  

The web address is  WWW.GPCAHealth.org 
The membership was asked whether or not the GPCA site should be linked to 
commercial sites  (i.e. Amazon.com) to help raise funds for research. After 
discussion, it was decided that we do not support this. 
 
Health Committee MSN site 
A committee site was set up on MSN as a means to facilitate communication. 
This site became un-useable due to problems with the  server. An alternate 
site will be set up on Yahoo. 
 
Canine Health Foundation Annual Conference 
Nicole Sharpe attended the CHF annual conference as a Representative of the 
GPCA and the Health Committee. She has submitted a very thorough report. 
If you would like to read it, please contact me. 
 
Correspondence           

 
During the past year, there was renewed interest, by a number of our 
members, regarding a bleeding disorder Glantzmann’s Thrombasthenia 
that has been identified in Great Pyrenees. I talked to Dr. Boudreaux 
regarding the condition, and her suggestions for it’s control. Fortunately, 
there is a test available, but it is only available through Dr. Boudreaux, and 
not commercially.  
 
Should you suspect one of your dogs has a bleeding disorder, this condition 
should be considered.   In the past, we have had speakers at the Health 
Committee Meeting. We considered having Dr. Boudreaux come and speak at 
this years Committee meeting, but decided to see if there was sufficient 
interest by our members to warrant the expense. 
 
We have also become aware of some research into a vaccine for the 
treatment of Osteosarcoma.   I contacted Dr. Steven Dow at Colorado State 
University regarding the research and possible funding opportunity, and  was 
told that the study was fully enrolled and funded, but that there was a 
proposal pending for a similar study out of North Carolina with the National 
Institute of Health that will be looking for funding and participants.  
 
Some of our GPCA members are involved in the CSU study (Joe Gentzel and 
Kim Northrup) and I believe that Great Pyrenees Club of Alaska has 
contributed to the CSU study.  If you have questions regarding this study, I 
suggest contacting Joe or Kim.   I will make details regarding any further 
study opportunities available as I hear about them. 
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Effective 1/1/04,  the OFA will publish preliminary (under 24 months) hip and 
elbow results on the OFA website if the owner has initialed the authorization 
block to release all results. 
 
Questions for the membership 
 

Should the Health Committee host informational programs at the 

Health Committee meeting at National Specialties? 
The membership is in favor. 
 
Should Health Seminars given at National Specialties be video taped 
and made available to the general membership of the GPCA, provided 

reasonable cost and appropriate release of material can be obtained? 
The membership is in favor and feels that audio tape or transcripts           
would also be of value if videotaping can not be arranged. 
 
Should the Health Committee assist in funding clinics at National 

Specialties? 
The membership is in favor of this practice. 
 
New Business 
Every year, the AKC Canine Health Foundation sends the GPCA a request for 
funding of research that the CHF deems worthy of  funding. Through the 
generous donations of it’s membership, the Health Committee has at it’s 
disposal, funds that can be devoted to  Research. One of this committees 
objectives is to recommend to the Board of Directors opportunities for 
funding research related to the health of our dogs. We feel that the funds in 
the Health Committee  Account are held in trust for our membership. As 
such, we feel our members should have a say as to how their donations are 
spent. One of our committee projects this year will be to set up a protocol for  
recommending projects to the Board for funding. We need to know: what 
conditions our members want funded; to what extent we want to commit our 
funds; and do this in a timely enough fashion that it may be presented to the 
Board for approval at the Annual Meeting. 
 
As for determining what our members would like funded, I suggest  an 
interactive link on the new health page? 
Other suggestions?   
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We have a projected budget of $1,069.40.  Donations last year totaled  
$1696.00, and while the current balance on the committees account seems 
rather large, it must be remembered that $10,000 of that total came from a 
one time single donation. Should we set aside an amount to be held in 
reserve? We are hoping to develop other ways of raising funds for research 
i.e. sales of merchandise onan on-line store. It is our goal that we can 
develop this to the extent that we can support more than one research 
proposal at a time.   
 
Membership in this committee is open to all GPCA members in good 
standing. One of this committees objectives is to recommend  to the Board of 
Directors areas worthy of research.  It is my proposal that funding of 
research will follow the following guidelines.  
 
An inter-active link will be placed on the Health Care Web page. Areas for 
potential research will be identified.  Upon receipt of funding request, the 
CHF liaison will forward  the appropriate materials to Health Information 
Committee members for review.  
 
In the event of questions regarding the legitimacy of a funding request, the 
Committee chair will appoint at his discretion, a sub-committee to review the 
proposal.  
 
Committee members will then vote on which proposals to send to the Board 
of Directors for consideration for funding. Committee recommendations and 
lay abstracts will be sent to each Board member.  
 
A written request will be sent to the GPCA Secretary  to place the item on the 
Boards agenda.   This procedure should be completed 30 days prior to the 
annual meeting. 
 
 
The Health Committee has submitted to the Board of Directors it’s 
recommendation for 2 new programs for the GPCA. It is a function of the 
Health Committee to promote programs that encourage the breeding of 
healthier and longer lived dogs. As such, we have proposed a program to 
recognize dogs and the owners of dogs that have multiple Health 
Certifications. We have also proposed a program to encourage breeders to 
consider longevity as a factor when making breeding decisions. These 
proposals are found in the handouts.  
 
There was no other new business, and the meeting was closed. 
 
Respectfully Submitted by:   Michael Jourdan – Health Committee Chair 
 


