
  
 

As of May 2005 

 

 
 
1. Greeting 

 
2. Roll Call of Committee Members 

 Dianne Migas- GPCA Bulletin Coordinator, Web page and Information 
 Manager 
 Peggy Watson - Dwarf Marker Project 
 Flo Laicher  - Longevity 
 Darrell Goolsby – Editor GPCA Bulletin 
 Jean Pero – Manager on-line store 
 Bridgit Doxtator- Addisons, Seminar and Health Clinic 
 Angela Alexa – Addisons, Seminar and Health Clinic 
 Michael Jourdan – Chairman, OFA, CHIC and CHF Representative, 
 Certification Recognition 
 

3. Thank you to all members who donated to the Health Committee 
 

4. Committee Guidelines:  Committee: Health Information 
 
      Purpose of Committee:  To collect, analyze, and disseminate information 
 on health   issues affecting the Great Pyrenees. 
 
Objectives: 
 

1. To conduct an on-going program to collect information on the well-being, 
longevity, and illnesses affecting Great Pyrenees. 

2. To maintain a current database incorporating all the collected health 
information. 

3. To review and identify trends within the data that might suggest changes 
in the frequency of health issue occurrences. 

4. To conduct searches, surveys, and inquiries on specific health issues 
perceived to be of concern to Great Pyrenees. 

5. To provide educational information to the membership via articles and 
programs. 

6. To analyze and report on the apparent pedigree sources of specific 
genetic problems, when requested by the Board of Directors. 

7. To provide liaison between GPCA and the AKC Health Foundation 
8. To recommend Great Pyrenees related research funding opportunities to 

the Board of Directors. 
9. To provide an annual financial report to the GPCA Board of Directors. 



 
Current Projects: 

 
1. Health Survey 

a. Hopefully there will be less down time this year 
b. As per request, there will be more frequent updates. The 2004 

summary is now available 
c. The Summary of the Survey will be available to local clubs for 

publishing in their newsletters. 
 

 
2. Dwarf Marker Project 

                 The dwarf marker project has been re-activated. Peggy Watson has 
        collected 2 dwarf families in the past year. We currently have 8  
        complete families collected and numerous partial families I 
        understand it, our researcher requires 10 complete families before 
        the actual DNA study can begin. The GPCA was contacted by Dr. 
        Zhihua Jiang  at  Washington State University regarding his interest         
        in doing research in finding a genetic marker for Pyrenees Dwarfism. 
        After learning that there is an ongoing project with U. C. Davis, Dr.  
        Jiang chose to drop the proposal.  

. 
3. Clinics and Seminars 

a. It has been past practice, that Clinics and Seminars at National  
Specialties are held at the discretion of the host club. We would 
like to thank the Host Clubs for holding this years Health Seminar 
and arranging for a thyroid clinic. The Health Committee 
surveyed the Regional reps, and we were told that their members 
were interested in having low cost clinics at National Specialties. 
In response to this, the Health Committee will help to fund clinics 
at National Specialties provided the results from them are shared 
with the committee. Furthermore, the committee, provided funds 
are available, will help to fund clinics or health seminars at 
regional specialties. Currently, the Health Committee will assist 
the National Specialty Host club with expenses for the Health 
Seminar. The Seminar this year will be given by Dr. Markus Ricks 
from Michigan State University and held on Friday at 6pm. Dr. 
Ricks will be assisting with the Thyroid Clinic and also would like 
to enroll Pyrs in a study concerned with Thyroid function and 
Addisons Disease. 
 

4. Current Sponsored Research  
a. We are in the first  year of funding a study sponsored by the 

Canine Health Foundation: Grant # 0373 Mapping Genes 
Associated with Osteosarcoma in Large Dog Breeds – Kerstin 
Lindblad-Toh  PhD.    We have pledged $5,000 to the CHF over a 
2 year period.  

 



5. GPCA Health Information Web Page 
a. The GPCA Health Information Committee has a  stand alone 

Health  Resource Web page that is linked to the GPCA’s 
homepage.  The web address is : WWW.GPCAHealth.org 

 
6. CHIC - The GPCA has become the 9th Working Group Breed to become  

    members of CHIC. 16 Great Pyrenees earned CHIC certificates 
    in 2004 by getting the certifications required. There is a proposal  
    currently being considered by the CHF to award $100. to any og 
    winning it’s National Specialty that has a CHIC Certificate.  

           
7. Health Recognition – 15 Great Pyrenees earned Health Recognition 

Certificates in 2004. There was 1 Pyr that earned a Gold Certificate, 
and 14 Pyrs that earned Silver Certificates. 2 Breeders earned Breeder 
Award Stars: Terry Denny-Combs; and Karen and Leo Melanson 

 
8. Longevity Award – The Longevity award Program was approved by the 

Board of Directors, and is nearly finalized.  More information to follow.  
 
9. The Health Committee has been in contact with the University of 

Missouri and has arranged to set up a DNA bank there. We do not 
currently have any specimens banked, but should the need arise, we 
now have that asset. 

 
10.The Health Committee would sincerely like to thank the Penn Dutch 

Great Pyrenees Club for their work in testing and collecting DNA from 
a number of deaf Pyrs that came into rescue. The DNA samples were 
sent to Dr. George Strain who is studying deafness in dogs at Florida 
State University. 

  
11.At the Annual Meeting of last years National Specialty, 2 proposals 

were referred to the Health Committee for study. These proposals 
were: 

 
1.  A motion was made by Maureen Maxwell-Simon and seconded by Lynn  
Thigpen to publish all certifications a breeder wants to include in  
Titleholders. After discussion, Whit Coombs offered an amendment to include 
only OFA and CERF certifications rather than all certifications.  A motion was 
made by Whit Coombs to refer this item to the Health Committee. The motion 
was seconded by Pat Knutsen and passed. 
 
2.  A motion was made by Peggy Watson and seconded by Joan  
Stewart-Ruiz, "In order to be eligible for HOF Producers, dogs must have OFA or 
PennHIP or certified radiologists hip x-rays and patella certification".  After 
discussion, a motion was made by Maureen Maxwell-Simon to refer this to the 
Health Committee. The motion was seconded by Whit Coombs, discussed, and 
passed. 
  



 Following the Annual Meeting, I sent a copy of these proposals to the club 
secretaries of  AKC Breed Clubs that are in the Working Group. None of the 

clubs responding have such a requirement, though one club (and you’ll pardon 
me if I can’t remember which, though I think it was the Great Dane Club of 

America) does require OFA hip clearance on both parents of dogs entered in 
their futurity. Several clubs require DNA certification in their futurities. Members 
of the Health Committee were surveyed regarding the proposals, and have 

decided to support both proposals, with the provision that it be the 
responsibility, in the case of the HOF producer, of owner of the dog to provide 

documentation of the necessary certifications, and not the responsibility of the 
Hall of Fame Committee, and in the case of the Titleholders motion, as it is 
written in the amendment. 

 
12.Clinic Information – On Saturday following Best of Breed judging, 

there will be a thyroid clinic. The clinic charge will be $20. which 
includes both the lab draw as well as processing. If collected as part of 
this clinic, there will be a reduced fee of $7.50 for OFA certification. 
There are still a limited amount of microchips available as well as 
materials for DNA testing. 

 
13.Osteosarcoma research – The GPCA was contacted by Dr. Kenine 

Comstock of the University of Michigan who is doing research into 
Osteosarcoma in a study in conjunction with MIT. Dr. Comstock is 
looking for participants in the study having dogs diagnosed with 
Osteosarcoma, and dogs greater than 6 years of age that have not had 
any form of cancer. Materials for the study are available in the 
hospitality suite. If you have a dog that qualifies for the study, I urge 
you to participate. 

 
Correspondence – 
    During the past year, we were contacted by a GPCA member, that had a 
litter of puppies that were born with Juvenile Renal Dysplasia, a condition 
in which the dogs kidneys are either non-functional, or have limited 
function. This condition has been described in the literature as affecting 
Pyrs. I contacted a company that has developed a DNA marker for this 
condition for several breeds, and they said they would be happy to look 
into this condition for us with an up front cost of $100,000. We politely 
declined further interest. 
     
Business from the Floor:              
 
Close the meeting 

 
 

 


