
 The health committee meeting was held on Thursday, March 26, 2009.  
The meeting was attended by 21 individuals.  The following information was 
shared with them.   
 
 

HEALTH COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT TO MEMBERS 

 
I. Chairman’s Report 

 

A. Membership – We now total 18 members.  Most of whom have 

been active in discussions and votes through the group site.  I will 
be contacting the committee members to determine their continued 
interest in serving on the committee. 

B. Independent Tabulator – Health surveys continue to be sent 

to an independent tabulator and a renewal contract has been 
signed.  The tabulator continues to use a coding system and 
forwards the survey pages to the database manager on a quarterly 
basis.   Catherine de la Cruz serves as our database manager and 
has provided summary information on the 2008 surveys. 

C. Purposes and Objectives –  In addition to the revised purpose 

and objective statements that were approved last year, the BOD is 
updating other policies that affect this committee. 

D. CHIC/DNA Collections at Regional Specialties – Offered 

by three hosting clubs with a total of 25 dogs collected at two of 
them.  No report was received from the third. 

 
II. Vice Chairman’s Report – Karen Conley 

A. Affiliated club liaison for health – An outreach program for 

affiliated clubs and rescue groups, currently 21 groups are 
participating. 

1. Information has been provided to the participating groups 
on a bimonthly basis.  The topics covered during 2007 and 
2008 can be reviewed and downloaded from the HC 
website.   

2. Feedback from this program continues to be very positive 
3. If anyone is interested in contributing an article on a health 

related topic for distribution through this group, please 
contact Karen Conley. 

B. Health Survey Outreach – Health surveys were mailed to all 

new GPCA members (40) and to all owners of new titleholders 
(136).  Returns from new members ran at 7% and the new 
titleholders were less than 1%.  The latter figure might be larger 
since there is an option for “general member” on the survey. A copy 
of the HS has also been included in the GPCA Rescue packet.  A 
copy will also be sent to all recipients of the LGD award. 



C. Raffle –   The current stained glass raffle is ending with this 

meeting as the winner will be chosen at the end of the meeting.  
Anyone wishing to still purchase cards with a raffle ticket can do so 
now. 

D. Donations – A thank you note has been sent to each individual 

who made a donation with dues renewal or other donation.  Our 
overall donations are up and there is an increase in the number of 
new donors.   Names of donors are also posted on the website and 
published in the BULLETIN. 

E. On Line Store – The Store is being updated with new inventory 

for 2009 and the sale items for 2008 and other remaining inventory. 

F. National Specialty 

1. 2009 – a seminar on reproduction involving the use of 
cooled & frozen semen and cloning will be offered and 
supported by the health committee. 

2. 2009 – a cardiac clinic will also be offered this year and will 
be staffed by HC members.. 

3. Seminars – 2010.  Contact has been made with the host 
clubs for this National.  The HC will budget up to $500 
toward the expense of the seminar.  The club has also 
been provided with a list of past seminars and clinics to 
assist them with planning. 

4. The HC will again have a table offering information and 
selling items.   

G. Health Awards – 7 certificates were mailed in 2008.  Recipients 

are posted on the website and will be published in the BULLETIN. 

H.  Longevity Certificates – 13 certificates were mailed in 2008. 

Recipients have been posted on the website and will be published 
in the BULLETIN. 

I. CHIC – a total of 242 Great Pyrenees have a CHIC number.  This 

represents an increase from a total of 177 in December, 2007.  
Members are encouraged to participate in CHIC so that more 
health data is openly available to all. 

J. OFA CH for Health program.  Participation in this program 

was approved by the BOD and the first recipient was announced at 
the banquet in 2008.  The recipient was recognized on the HC and 
OFA websites.  This year’s recipient will be announced at the 
banquet and again recognized on our website. 

K. Meet the Breeds – A new outreach program as a joint effort 

with the GPCA Public Information committee.  Materials of general 
interest about Pyrs, health information and OFA/CHIC information 
are provided at no cost to the club to distribute at Meet the 
Breed/Public Education functions sponsored by the club.  During 



2008 five regional clubs participated in the program.  The 
administrator of the program is Susan Tucker. 

 
III. Vice Chairman’s Report --  Joan Stewart Ruiz 

A.  HC Website 

1.  Contacts to the site: 2004 = 10,288; 2005 = 22,702; 2006 =   
80,718, 2007 = 120,693 and 2008 = 83479, 33% of hits to the HC 
website resulted in successful downloads of information and pages. 
2.  2009 HC Brochure is posted and can be downloaded. 
3. On line Store has been fully updated with new merchandise. 
4.  Website Changes for 2009 - The General Health page needs 
completion and all cancer links need updating. As time allows we 
will be building a First Aid and an End of Life pages. Health 
Committee members are welcome to submit material or 
suggestions. 
5. Longevity Award Program – information can be downloaded 
from the site and 2008 recipients have been published 
6. Health Awards Program – information can be downloaded from 
the site and 2008 recipients have been published. 
7. HC membership list is updated on the site as changes occur. 
8. Updates to the site were made in Jan, Feb, Mar, Apr, May, July, 
Aug & Nov. 

B.  Health Survey -- Updated in 2006 and simplified in format, the 

survey can be downloaded from the HC site.  90 surveys were 
received in 2008.  Analysis of the survey information has been 
completed and a summary of the results will be published in the 
BULLETIN and posted on the website. 

C.  Health Articles for the Bulletin – A schedule of planned 

articles is being developed for 2009. Anyone wishing to submit 
suggestions for health-related articles please contact one of the 
committee co-chairs. 

D. Reprint permission – one reprint was requested and approved 

E. Cancer/Dog Genome project - As new information and reports 

become available they will be posted on the website. 
 

IV. Grants and Studies 

A.   Addison’s –  While it has been concluded that there is not a genetic 

component in Pyrs, if you have a Pyr diagnosed with Addision’s, there is 
contact information available on the HC website. 

C. Osteosarcoma grant # 757 A & B -- Interim report from this 

study indicates that they have received samples from 22 affected Pyrs, 56 
controls and 25 older healthy controls.  For the fine mapping they have 
matched 17 affected with 17 controls for Pyrs.  There is initial confirmation 
that some of the loci associated with Rottweilers and osteosarcoma are 
also present in Pyrs with the disease.  In addition to osteosarcoma they 



are also looking to see if the loci are present in other cancers: 
hemangiosarcoma, mammary tumor, mast cell, melanoma and 
fibrosrcoma (including neurofibrosarcoma). 

D. CHF Study No 976 -- Interim report indicates that they have found 

that STAT3 is important for the growth and survival of osteosarcoma cells 
in canines and are in the process of identifying small molecule inhibitors 
which would be capable of blocking STAT3 function. 

E. Dwarf Marker Study – Dr, Neff has provided us with a summary of 

the research to date (3/11/09).  Initially the research focused on a set of 
DNA markers (n=750).  A sufficient sample of affected Pyrs (n=17) were 
investigated and all of them showed a deletion in the same region of the 
genome wide scan.  This single locus with high statistical significance was 
not present in any of the control animals scanned.  The researchers are 
proceeding to continue with fine scale mapping of the region of interest.  
Within that region a marker has been identified that had a null allele 
perfectly identified with the defect.  Current efforts are underway to map 
the breakpoints of the deletion and identify genes that are affected by the 
mutation.  It is likely that this deletion is specific to Great Pyrenees.  It is 
hoped that this fine mapping of the breakpoints of the deletion will lead to 
the identification of specific gene(s).  If that happens, a DNA test can be 
developed.  However it is also possible that a specific gene(s) will not be 
clearly identified and more analysis will be required before specific gene(s) 
are identified. 
Currently the funding for the study comes from intramural funds from the 
Veterinary Genetics Laboratory at UC Davis. 

As they proceed with this fine mapping they continue to request 
samples from unaffected controls and will certainly welcome any samples 
from newly identified affected Pyrs.  Cheek swab samples are sufficient for 
collection of DNA and instructions can be secured from the health 
committee or directly from UC Davis. 

F. CHIC/DNA Repository – collects and stores canine DNA            

samples along with corresponding pedigree and health history to                
facilitate future research and testing.  Contact information is posted on the 
HC website. 

G. Glanzmann’s Thrombasthenia – If you have a Pyr that is 

diagnosed with a bleeding disorder, please contact Susan Tucker and 
submit a health survey to the HC.  Breeders are encouraged to test their 
breeding animals as this condition does not manifest itself in carriers. 

                                                
IV. Looking toward the future: 

A. Fund Raising – look for an exciting raffle of a new painting and 

poem and new items for 2009 in the health committee on line store. 

B. Survey outreach – will continue including surveys in mailings to 

new titleholders, to new members, inclusion with rescue and with 
livestock guarding dog information.  



C. Affiliated club liaisons – we hope to continue to increase 

participation over the 21 clubs currently participating.  If your club is 
interested, please contact Karen Conley 

D.  Longevity and Health Awards programs -- Review of the 

description of both programs and update as needed. 
E. A text box that highlights the various health committee programs 

has been developed and distributed. 

F.  CHF Research Study No. 757 A & B – this study will be 

concluding this spring and we will inform you of the results. 

G. CHF Research Study No. 976 Investigating the role of  

STAT 3 activation in Canine Osteosarcoma.  – final report 

on this study will also be reported when received from the CHF. 

H. Dwarf Marker Project – we look forward to continued progress 

on this project and will keep you updated as information becomes 
available. 

I. CHIC/DNA Repository –   The health committee will continue to 

make testing materials available to regional clubs to do collections 
at their locally hosted specialties. 

J. Finally – we need your support to continue the momentum of the 
Health Committee.  We need to know what is important to you and 
your members so we can better plan for the activities of the health 
committee. 

 

A HEALTHY PYR IS A HAPPY PYR.  Please visit out website at 

www.gpcahealth.org. 
 

 
 

 
 
                  

 

http://www.gpcahealth.org/

