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The health committee meeting was attended by 26 people representing 13
states, Canada and England.  On the sign in sheet the primary interests of those
attending was cancer and over all health.  Other concerns included, auto immune
disease, degenerative myelopathy, and stem cell research.

The work of the health committee during the 2009 year was shared with all
present and copies of the year end summary were distributed.  Members of the health
committee were recognized for their contributions.

During the year two CHF studies which the GPCA has supported concluded the
current phase of their research.  The first was the Osteosarcoma study conducted at the
Broad Institute at MIT.  The final report on this study has not been received.  The other
studye investigated inhibiting the effectiveness of STAT 3 (a protein) that has been
identified as being important to the growth of osteosarcoma cells.  They have identified
molecules that are capable of blocking the STAT 3 function.

Three new studies have been funded for 2010.  The first study is looking to test
the use of antibodies to deliver cytotoxic agents to hemangiosarcoma tumors.  The
second is looking for a less invasive way to identify hemangiosarcoma tumors.  The third
is testing the efficacy of a drug, Farasat, in combating osteosarcomas.

The results of the 2009 Health surveys are summarized in another article in this
issue of the Bulletin.  The committee had set a goal of 120 surveys for the year and that
goal was met.  We encourage all to continue submitting the surveys during 2010.  The
health committee also conducted an AI survey in 2009.  Results of that survey and an
article offering guidance in using AI as a breeding technique will be presented in an
issue of the Bulletin.

There are currently 20 groups participating in the outreach program for affiliated
clubs and rescue groups.  These groups are sent health related articles and information
on a bimonthly basis.  Donations submitted with dues have steadily increased and the
on line store has continued to generate income for our projects.  A seminar on
reproduction and a cardiac clinic were offered at the 2009 National Specialty.  The
Health Awards program and the Longevity Award program continue to recognize those
breeders/owners who are doing health testing and to celebrate our long lived Pyrs.
There were a total of 301 dogs with CHIC numbers at the time of the meeting.  The Meet
the Breed program run cooperatively with the Public Information Committee has been
quite successful.

Since its inception the HC Website has received 427,000 requests for
information. During 2009 the site has seen 85,540 requests with 31% of those requests
coming through the link with the GPCA website.  The site was updated 7 times during
2009.  Information available on the site includes: the current brochure, on line store
information, results of the longevity and health awards programs, copies of the annual
HC reports and health survey totals.  The GPCA in conjunction with OFA awarded our
third OFA Champion for Health Award at the award ceremony.

For the complete version of this report and for detailed information and forms on
the various programs offered through the health committee please visit the HC website
at www.gpcahealth.org.

We thank all of your for your support of our endeavors.  We could not continue to
offer the programs and fund research without your generous donations.

Flo Laicher,  Karen Conley, Joan Stewart-Ruiz


