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Twenty two people attended the annual meeting at the National Specialty.  Flo
Laicher and Karen Conley reported on the activities of the health committee during 2010.

During the year the health committee supported four studies through the AKC
Canine Health Foundation.  Two studies involved research in treating canine
osteosarcoma.  Both of these studies have had positive results and research is
continuing in these areas.  Two studies were focused on research with
hemangiosarcoma.  One looked at delivering cytotoxic agents directly to the cancer cells
and the second study is trying to find an effective way to identify hemangiosarcoma via
needle aspiration rather than surgery and biopsy.  Both have shown promising results.
For 2011 the health committee will be funding CHF research investigating the
development of antibodies to treat canine allergies.  The goal is to find therapies that do
not have the side effects of current treatments, e.g. corticosteroids.  In addition the
committee will be supporting research in the mapping of genes associated with
degenerative myleopathy.  This study has been fully funded, so the GPCA will
participate through the provision of samples from affected animals.  For more
information on all of these studies, please refer to the detailed health committee report.

Twenty groups are participating in the health outreach program.  Health
information is sent to the participants every two months and the information is also
published on the website.  We received 122 surveys during the year and the report on
the results appears in this issue of the BULLETIN.

 Donations have increased and we thank you all for your support.  These
donations enable the committee to support the CHF research, the longevity and health
award programs, seminars and clinics at the national specialty, our brochure, website,
OFA Champion for Health Award and the meet the breeds program in conjunction with
the GPCA Public Information Committee.  Other than the funds which the GPCA
contributed to the Public Information Committee for printing the breed booklets, all of the
activities of the health committee are conducted with funds raised by the committee.

We are very pleased by the response to the CHIC program.  Currently there are
348 Great Pyrenees with CHIC numbers.  The vertical pedigrees on the CHIC website
are now showing multiple generations of tested dogs in this open registry.  Such a
registry allows breeders to make informed decisions regarding the health of our breed
when planning breedings.

Dr. Mark Neff attended the meeting to give the GPCA members an update on the
dwarf marker project and the research into canine cancers that is part of the mission of
Van Andel Institute.  He reported that they have mapped the genome for Great
Pyrenees.  They have also identified genetic markers that appear in the dogs that are
affected with dwarfism.  The difficulty in developing a genetic marker test for this defect
is that, so far, they have only found the marker in the affected dogs.  It has not shown up
in dogs that do not have the condition.  They are continuing to seek samples from
healthy dogs to try to locate a marker that will be predictive of the condition.   Owners
are encouraged to submit samples to assist with the dwarf marker project and the
cancer research.

For more detailed information on the committee activities and the instructions for
submitting samples for all of the studies, please go to the health committee website:
www.gpcahealth.org


