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2013 National Specialty Health Seminar:   Acupuncture Therapy 
 

Dr. Marta LaColla, DVM, CVA from Animal Health Care of Southlake, TX 

gave a power point presentation on alternative therapies used in her practice.  She 

received her doctorate in Veterinary Medicine from the University of Sao Paulo, 
Brazil.  She worked extensively with sport horses which lead to her interest in 

natural therapies and physical therapy.  She completed a two year post-graduate 

course in Acupuncture, is licensed to practice veterinary medicine in New York 

and Texas and is certified by the International Veterinary Acupuncture Society. 
Dr. LaColla’s presentation was very interesting.  She provided general 

information on the underlying philosophy for acupuncture therapy.  Acupuncture 

has been a basic course of treatment in Chinese medicine for centuries.  While 
initially used with human beings, it was extended to animals by the Chinese many 

years ago.  Western medicine has been slow to embrace these old treatment options 

but there is increasing interest and use of these techniques.  Along with other 

therapies (for example, herbal and physical therapy) acupuncture is used as an 
independent treatment option and as an adjunct to traditional western medicine. 

The power point program had a number of case studies which clearly 

illustrated the progress made by animals using these therapies.  In addition a 
number of the attendees had used acupuncture and other therapies with their dogs 

and could comment on the success of the treatments.  A number of them were also 

familiar with the Animal Health Care clinic.  Dr. LaColla has generously given me 

a copy of the power point program that we could use for future programs.  While it 
does not include sound and may not be copied, there might be a way to make it 

available for clubs that would like to have an educational program at a meeting.  If 

you are interested, please let me know.   
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