
2014 National Specialty 

Health Seminar  Thursday, May 1, 2014 

 This year’s health seminar focused on cardiology issues in canines. The information was well 
presented by Dr. William Rausch, DVM, Diplomate ACVIM. Dr. Rausch is a board certified cardiologist 
specializing in the diagnosis and management of heart disease in dogs and cats. He limited the 
presentation to four specific diagnoses that would be of interest to our breed. 
 
Tricuspid Valve Dysplasia 
 Dr. Rausch described this as an abnormal growth or development of the tricuspid valve; 
malformation, redundant tissue or abnormal attachment. It has been found in Great Pyrenees though 
not in large numbers.  As the valve works with significant insufficiency, it increases right atrial pressures. 
This in turn can cause right sided heart failure. This condition is easily missed by standard auscultation 
(the assessment of the heart with a stethoscope) as the murmurs are soft. The recommended diagnostic 
tool is ultrasound. While some lesser cases allow the dog to have a normal life, more commonly it 
causes edema, ascites and exercise intolerance. All cases have a guarded prognosis. 
 
Sub Aortic Stenosis 
 This condition was described by Dr. Rausch as redundant tissue at the aortic valve either present 
at birth or developing soon after. Because the valve has stenosis or rigidity, the left ventricle of the heart 
has to increase pressure significantly to achieve the necessary output to the aorta. Consequently, the 
heart muscle develops past the ability to oxygenate. This condition is found in Boxers, Golden Retrievers 
and Newfoundlands and less common to Great Pyrenees. Severely affected dogs rarely survive 3 yrs past 
diagnosis. Dr. Rausch recommended Doppler echocardiogram for definitive diagnosis. 
 
Dilated Cardiomyopathy 
 Dr. Rausch states this condition is most often found in males and has a predilection to develop 
later in life; 4 yrs is the average age at onset. He described it as the replacement of the muscles in the 
heart walls by fibrous tissue and the thinning of the muscle. As the heart loses the ability to contract, 
cardiac output decreases. Increased blood volume and pressure within the chambers causes them to 
dilate; thus the name.  It can be asymptomatic at onset. Chronic signs and symptoms are exercise 
intolerance, weight loss, cough, weakness and fainting. Dr. Rausch described this as ‘one of the occult 
heart diseases’.  Auscultation may not identify the disease in the early stage. He recommends echo 
cardiogram or Holter monitor by a veterinary cardiologist. 
 
Hemangiosarcoma 
 This fatal heart condition is asymptomatic until crisis at which point there are little treatment 
options. It most commonly found in the right atrium and usually not at a stage where it is operable. 
There are some chemotherapy options but it is Dr. Rausch’s experience that even with chemo, dogs 
rarely reach a year past diagnosis. Note: this condition is reported in our health surveys and the Health 
Committee funds research aimed at better diagnosis and treatment when possible through the CHF. 
 
The seminar was attended by 22 members. Dr. Rausch answered a variety of questions and was very 
generous with his time. 
 
Respectfully submitted by 
Joan Stewart. 
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Cardiac screening by auscultation performed by Dr. William Rausch, DVM, Diplomate ACVIM- Cardiology 
 
There were 14 dogs presented for cardiac evaluations All 14 dogs were cleared by auscultation by Dr. 
Rausch. In addition, 3 dogs were identified as having a secondary valve sound that could be 
misdiagnosed by a general practitioner vet as a murmur. Dr. Rausch explained the source of the sound 
and assured all 3 dog owners of its benign nature.  OFFA forms were completed for submission and the 
participants are able to use the GPCA special kennel rate for a discounted fee.   
 


