
HEALTH COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT TO MEMBERS 
 
Co-Chair report: Flo Laicher 
  
Membership 

There have been no changes in the membership of the committee 
Grants and Studies 

Three studies were funded during 2012 with a combination of funds from the GPCA 
and the Donor Advised Fund at the CHF. 

1. CHF 1584 
2. CHF 1620 – Clinical & Laboratory Efficacy & Safety of T Cell Receptors (TCR) 

Peptides in Canine Atopic Dermatitis 
3. CHF 1620 – Alernative Genetic Approaches for Identifying Osteosarcoma Genes 

All three of these studies are two year projects and we have received first year progress 
reports from the CHF.  These reports are being published in the Q2 2013 issue of the 
GPCA Bulletin. 

Two new studies and one large CHF initiative have been voted on by the GPCA HC 
members and funding for them has been approved by the GPCA BOD.  Again the funds 
will come from both the GPCA and the CHF DAF. 

1. CHF 1759 Disrupting the Differentiation of Cancer Stem Cells to Prevent the 
Spread of Hemangiosarcoma 

2. CHF 1806 A Novel Virus-Based Anti-Tumor Treatment for Canine Osteosarcoma 
3. Bloat Initiative:  The bloat initiative involves a call for donations and support to 

build a “war chest” of funds to be used to support research in combating and 
understanding bloat and torsion. 

Descriptions of these three studies are also being published in the Q2 2013 issue of the 
Bulletin. 
Dwarf Marker Study – no updates have been received from Dr. Neff since last year. 
CHIC/DNA Collections 
No collections were held during 2013.  We are doing swab collections at this year’s 
national.  There is no charge to the owners of the dogs.  Please come to the health 
committee table to arrange for a collection.  We can do the collecting at your 
convenience.  We have the swabs and CHIC forms available at the table. 
2012 Health Survey Results 
 They results are included with this packet and will be published in the National 
Specialty issue of the Bulletin. 
On Line Store and HC Table  
 Jean Pero has assumed responsibility for this activity.  She has a few new items 
available at the HC table.  We are looking to sell the remaining old inventory – so come 
look for good prices on items.  Jean is working with a vendor that will give us flexibility in 
the items we order.  We hope to provide choices without the necessity of storing large 
inventories of items.  The embroidery is just wonderful! 
National Specialty 
 Seminars: 

1. 2012 Dr. Ron Voynich gave a wonderful talk on using Stem Cell Therapy to 
repair cruciate ligament injuries 

 2. 2013 Dr,  x xx  x Will be giving a talk on alternative therapy of acupuncture.  I 
hope to see you all there on Thursday night. 
 Clinics: 

1. 2012 we held a lyme disease testing clinic.  This was not well supported and 
only a few people participated. 



2. 2013 we will be offering CHIC swab collection.  The DNA that is collected is 
held at the OFA and made available to researchers who are including Pyrs in 
their studies. 

Health Awards -- Two certificates were mailed in 2012.  Yet there were many Pyrs with 
CHIC numbers who have reached the minimum testing requirement.  We’d like to 
recognize all of these owners and Pyrs, but you need to apply for the award.  Contact 
Darrell Goolsbee 
Longevity Awards – Seven certificates were mailed in 2012.   
 Recipients of the health awards and longevity awards were published in the Q1 
2013 issue of the Bulletin and are listed on the HC website.  
Health Committee Brochure – we’ve been creating these since 2006.  The newest 
version will be available after the National. 
Affiliated Club Liaison for Health – Jan Waitz has taken over this program.  As a 
former professional in the drug industry, she receives constant updates from the 
government and other sources on recalls of drugs, food products and other items of 
interest.  She forwards these notifications to the list of reps as she receives them.  In 
addition she has forwarded links to various articles and podcasts on health issues. 
 
Co-Chair report: Joan Stewart 
 
Articles for Reprint/Bulletin 
 We have been fortunate this year to have quality articles for print that did not 
require reprint permission.  We encourage all GPCA health committee members keep 
the bulletin editors informed of possible material for the bulletin. 
Health Survey Database 
 Our health survey data is reviewed annually by Catherine de la Cruz.  This year’s 
summary was both discouraging and encouraging; discouraging is that we only received 
54 surveys.  The results of those 54 surveys were very encouraging with 40 reporting 
that the dog was in excellent health.  Of the dogs reported as deceased, the number one 
cause of death or euthanasia was DSM with kidney failure coming in at number 2 and 
cancer third. 
GPCA Sponsored Programs 
 Champion of Health 
 Though the number of nominees has dropped over the past 2 years; the quality 
of entry remains strong.  The awarded dog in 2013 will be our 5th Champion of Health.  
We found not all dogs who are awarded Champion of Health will be posted on the 
CHIC/OFA site for Champion of Health and thus changed our pronouncements about 
the program.  This year the committee discussed some questions brought forth by 
applicant owners regarding membership status in the GPCA and posthumous awards.  
The committee found no reason to change the program guidelines.  We hope interest in 
this program remains strong.  We feel the Champion of Health Program encourages 
health testing and screening and thus CHIC registry. 
 Meet the Breed 
 The requests for free pamphlets and brochures are managed by Sandra 
McCrady.  This benefit to regional clubs may need some promotion as it is currently 
unused. 
 Glanzmann’s Thrombasthenia 
 No activity to report this year. 
Health Committee Donors 
 There were 87 members donating cash and/or gifts to the health committee in 
2012.  $2550 was received in donations and an additional $225 was made in the form of 



memorial donations.  During the transition of responsibility from the previous Vice Chair 
to the current 2 Co-Chairs, the process of reporting memorial donations was left 
untracked.  Our sincere apologies to those who wished to show their support in memory.  
We will rectify the issue this year.  The names of all donors were published in the Q  
2013 issue of the GPCA Bulletin. 
Website 
 Late in 2011 we presented a renewed GPCA Health Website on a new domain 
server.  We hope the transition was seamless for all.  The redesigned site is meant to 
look and work just like our parent club site.  We thank Joe Bruns for his work and 
support. 
 As in previous years, we had a wide range of inquiries via the website.  Inquiries 
included cancer treatment questions, grooming and diet.  Some contacts were from Pyr 
owners with ailing dogs whose diagnosis was challenging.  Most inquiries can only be 
served by referring them back to their vet or a tertiary veterinary hospital/university 
setting in their area.  All are encouraged to submit a health survey once things are 
definitive. 
 There were 8 updates to the site during the year.  We had 30,151 hits and 
43,496 pages downloaded.  We had 4 requests from commercially oriented groups that 
wanted us to offer a link to their site within ours.  All requests were denied as 
inappropriate or in conflict with our purpose.  Interestingly, 232 copies of our health 
survey were downloaded and we only had 54 submitted. 
 
 We’d like to thank you all for you generous support of our endeavors.  Through 
your donations and purchases from the store we are able to support all of our programs 
and research.  The Health Committee does not use any funds from the GPCA general 
fund.  We ask for your support to continue the momentum of the Health Committee. 
 

A HEALTHY PYR IS A HAPPY PYR. Please visit our website at 
www.gpachealth.org 

 

http://www.gpachealth.org/

