
HEALTH COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT TO MEMBERS 
 
Co-Chair report: Flo Laicher 
  
Membership 

Currently there are 19 members.  We’d like to thank all of them for their support 
and involvement in the committee during the past year. 
Grants and Studies 

Three studies were funded during 2013 with a combination of funds from the GPCA 
and the Donor Advised Fund at the CHF.  New projects for 2014 are also being funded 
through the GPCA and the DAF at CHF. 

1. CHF 1759 Disrupting the Differentiation of Cancer Stem Cells to Prevent the 
Spread of Hemangiosarcoma. 

2. CHF 1806 A Novel Virus Based Anti-Tumor Treatment for Canine Osteosarcoma 
3. Bloat Initiative: A “war chest” of funds devoted to finding the causes of Bloat in 

dogs. 
The two studies are two year projects and we have received first year progress reports 
from the CHF.  These reports were published in the Q2 2014 issue of the Bulletin.  This 
issue also contains reports from multi-year studies funded in prior years.  The studies 
that are being funded through the Bloat initiative were described in detail in the Q4 2013 
issue of the Bulletin.  At this time we have not received a progress report on the 
initiative, since those studies were identified late in 2013. 

1. CHF 2078 Development of a Regenerative Medicine Technique to Treat 
Cartilage Disorders in Dogs. 

2. CHF 2014 Hypothyroid Focus Initiative: a new “war chest” seek proposals to 
address the widespread occurrence of hypothyroidism in dogs. 

Study # 2078 is described in the Q2 issue of the Bulletin.  The Hypothyroid initiative was 
just approved by the GPCA BOD and more information will be published in a future issue 
of the Bulletin.   
Dwarf Marker Study – In December, 2013 Dr.Neff approached the HC in regards to 
using the funds dedicated to the project to narrow the search for a marker.  He has been 
provided with information on what would be needed to make funds available and he has 
not acted on that information. 
CHIC/DNA Collections 
Swab collections were done in conjunction with the 2013 National Specialty.  
Researchers prefer blood collections as more DNA is available for research.  We are 
investigating the possibility of a blood draw underwritten by the health committee to 
make more banked DNA available to researchers. 
2013 Health Survey Results 
 The results will be published in the National Specialty issue of the Bulletin. 
On Line Store and HC Table  
 Jean Pero has assumed responsibility for this activity.  She has a few new items 
for 2014 and Joan Stewart Ruiz has selected some “techy” items.  The on line store will 
be revamped in May/June.  Store items and health information from OFA, CHIC and the 
GPCA were displayed at the HC table at the national. 
National Specialty 
 Seminars: 

1. 2013:  Dr Marta LaColla gave an information talk on acupuncture and also 
provided the health committee with a zip drive of her presentation. 

 2. 2014:  Dr. William Rausch made a presentation on cardiac issue in dogs and 
a summary of his talk will be published in the Bulletin. 



 Clinics: 
1. 2013 we offered a CHIC DNA swab collection.   
2. 2014 Cardiac screening immediately was offered after the seminar on 

Thursday evening.  Summary results will be published in the Bulletin. 
Health Awards – This program was revamped in 2013.  The information on Pyrs 
receiving CHIC numbers that is sent to the HC is now being forwarded to Darrell.  He is 
recognizing the dogs that have met the criteria for the various health award levels and 
reaching out to the owners of those dogs.  In 2013 61Pyrs and their owners were 
recognized through this new approach. 
Longevity Awards – Eleven certificates were mailed in 2013.   
 Recipients of the health awards and longevity awards were published in the Q1 
2014 issue of the Bulletin and will be listed on the HC website.  
Health Committee Brochure – we’ve been creating these since 2006.  Our newest 
brochure was provided with the other health information. 
Affiliated Club Liaison for Health – Jan Waitz has taken over this program.  As a 
former professional in the drug industry, she receives constant updates from the 
government and other sources on recalls of drugs, food products and other items of 
interest.  She forwards these notifications to the list of reps as she receives them.  In 
addition she has forwarded links to various articles and podcasts on health issues. 
 
Co-Chair report: Joan Stewart 
 
Articles for Reprint/Bulletin 
 We have been fortunate this year to have quality articles for print that did not 
require reprint permission.  We encourage all GPCA health committee members keep 
the bulletin editors informed of possible material for the bulletin. 
Health Survey Database 
 Our health survey data is reviewed annually by Catherine de la Cruz.  This year’s 
summary was both discouraging and encouraging; discouraging is that we only received 
38 surveys.  The results of those 38 surveys were very encouraging with 36 reporting 
that the dog was in excellent or good health.   
GPCA Sponsored Programs 
 Champion of Health 
 Though the number of nominees has remained low with less than 6 for the past 2 
years; the quality of entry remains strong.  The awarded dog in 2014 will be our 6th 
Champion of Health.  We found not all dogs who are awarded Champion of Health will 
be posted on the CHIC/OFA site for Champion of Health and thus changed our 
pronouncements about the program.  Again this year a member questioned posthumous 
awards.  As this program is meant to encourage testing as part of a breeding program, 
and deceased dogs are no longer breeding, we find no reason to change the program 
guidelines.  We hope interest in this program remains strong.  We feel the Champion of 
Health Program encourages health testing and screening and thus CHIC registry. 
 The Champion of Health sub-committee has two openings. Current membership 
is Cathryn Lundberg, Joan Stewart and Sandy McCrady.  Members review and discuss 
the applicants each year in early February. Other than that there may be brief 
discussions during the year on our guidelines or the application content. The time 
commitment is minimal.  Please let us know if you would like to participate. 
 Meet the Breed 
 The requests for free pamphlets and brochures are managed by Sandra 
McCrady.  This benefit to regional clubs may need some promotion as it is currently 
unused. 



 Glanzmann’s Thrombasthenia 
 No activity to report this year. 
Health Committee Donors 
 There were 77 members donating cash and/or gifts to the health committee in 
2013.  $1957 was received in donations.  
 For the first time all donors received a thank you letter with a copy of our health 
survey encouraging them to support our efforts with health survey submissions. The 
mailing went out in February and we are hopeful it will generate more data for our work. 
 
Website 
 In the fall of 2013 the computer that was used to maintain the GPCA Health 
website died and took all programming and files with it. Thus there has been little work 
or updates on the website since. New software and computer are now ready to get to 
work and a major update to the website will be accomplished by May 31st. Your 
patience with my technology issues is greatly appreciated.  We thank Joe Bruns for his 
work and support. 
 As in previous years, we had a wide range of inquiries via the website.  Inquiries 
included cancer treatment questions, grooming and diet.  Some contacts were from Pyr 
owners with ailing dogs whose diagnosis was challenging and/or looking for assistance 
in the cost of treatment.  Most inquiries can only be served by referring them back to 
their vet or a tertiary veterinary hospital/university setting in their area.  All are 
encouraged to submit a health survey once things are definitive. 
 There were 6 updates to the site during the year.  We had 3 requests from 
commercially oriented groups that wanted us to offer a link to their site within ours.  All 
requests were denied as inappropriate or in conflict with our purpose.  
 
 We’d like to thank you all for you generous support of our endeavors.  Through 
your donations and purchases from the store we are able to support all of our programs 
and research.  The Health Committee does not use any funds from the GPCA general 
fund.  We ask for your support to continue the momentum of the Health Committee. 
 


