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Membership 

Currently there are 24 members. 
Grants and Studies 

  Reports of the studies funded through the Canine Health Foundation have been 
published in the Bulletin. We have not received a report from the researchers at the U of 
MN who are doing the Dwarf Study, although they recently asked for more blood from 
one of the dwarves.   This sample has been sent to them. 
       We expect to continue reviewing proposals from the CHF during 2019.    
Online Store and HC Table  
 Jean Pero will continue to assume responsibility for this activity.  Stop by the HC 
table for more information on OFA, CHIC and Neuronal Degeneration. 
National Specialty 
 Seminars: 

1. 2018 we had having Dr. Jason Stull from the Ohio State University School of 
Veterinary Medicine discussing protecting ourselves and our dogs from tick 
borne disease. 

2. 2019 Dr. John Hanover will be presenting information on alternative 
treatments, including acupuncture and chiropractic.  He is also available to do 
acupuncture and or chiropractic treatments on Wednesday.  Visit his booth to 
sign up for the service. 

Health Awards – This program was revamped in 2013.  The information on Pyrs 
receiving CHIC numbers that is sent to the HC is now being forwarded to Darrell.  He is 
recognizing the dogs that have met the criteria for the various health award levels and 
reaching out to the owners of those dogs.  In 2018, 39 Pyrs were recognized at the Gold 
and Silver Award levels.  Two owners and two breeders were recognized for having 
three or five dogs with Health Awards.  In response to the increasing support of 
CHIC/DNA collections to support research, we have decided to include support of this 
blood bank as one of the items that will count toward a health award (in addition to the 
screenings and DNA tests that already are considered.) 
Affiliated Club Liaison for Health – Jan Waitz has taken over this program.  As a 
former information professional in the pharmaceutical industry, she receives constant 
updates from the government and other sources on recalls of drugs, food products and 
other items of interest.  She forwards these notifications to the list of reps as she 
receives them.  In addition she has forwarded links to various articles and podcasts on 
health issues. 
Articles for Reprint/Bulletin 
            We encourage all GPCA health committee members keep the bulletin editors 
informed of possible material for the bulletin.  We maintained a presence in each issue 
of the Bulletin during 2018.   
GPCA Sponsored Programs 
 Champion of Health 
  The dog recognized in 2019 will be our 10th Champion of Health.  The recipients 
of this award will be recognized in the NS issue of the Bulletin and on the health 
committee website.  We hope interest in this program remains strong.  We feel the 
Champion of Health Program encourages health testing and screening and thus CHIC 
registry.  



 The Champion of Health sub-committee members review and discuss the 
applicants each year in early February. They send up to 3 candidates to the OFA and 
the OFA makes the final selection.  Cathryn Lundberg serves as the chairman of this 
committee.  
Health Committee Donations 
 Our members continued to support the committee with donations submitted with 
their dues during 2018.  A total of $2,731 was received in 2018.   $90 was received in 
memorial donations from members in honor of their Pyrs.  The names of all donors and 
the memorial donations were published in the Q2 2019 issue of the GPCA Bulletin. 
Website 

  We have a new manager for the website.  He has the software to maintain it 
and Joe Bruns has offered to help with the revisions.  We ask for your patience as it will 
require a lot of time to get it updated. 
 
 We’d like to thank you all for your generous support of our endeavors.  Through 
your donations and purchases from the store we are able to support all of our programs 
and research.  The Health Committee does not use any funds from the GPCA general 
fund.  We ask for your support to continue the momentum of the Health Committee. 
 

A HEALTHY PYR IS A HAPPY PYR. Please visit our website at 
www.gpachealth.org 

 

http://www.gpachealth.org/

